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 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 1 

 10:12 a.m. 2 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  I think we're ready to 3 

start.  I would like to call to order the Building 4 

Code Advisory Committee meeting of April 21, 2004.  I 5 

am Jerrily Kress.  I'm Chair of the Building Code 6 

Advisory Committee and next to me is Marc Fetterman, 7 

who is the Vice Chairperson of the Building Code 8 

Advisory Committee.  We have an agenda and several 9 

handouts.  There will be time at the end of our agenda 10 

for other business, if you have any other issues, but 11 

hopefully most of them we will take care of as we go 12 

through our agenda. 13 

  First, under Administrative Matters, is 14 

the status of the 2000 ICC Codes and DC Supplement.  15 

In your package is a letter that has been sent to us 16 

from DCRA regarding the codes that will be ordered and 17 

paid for.  We do not have an update yet from Denzil 18 

when we shall receive these, but we have in writing 19 

from Denzil that there will be 70 sets of Code Books 20 

provided for the Members of this body for its use.  21 

That has been, obviously, one thing that has been 22 
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difficult for us in really getting our work underway 1 

full fledged, is not having the updated codes. 2 

  I'll talk about under another part of the 3 

matters, the issues pertaining to the DC Supplement, 4 

that's what many of you have already contributed to 5 

and you have in your package, and I'll come back to 6 

that in a moment.  So basically, hopefully, we will 7 

have the ICC Codes within a very short period of time, 8 

and we will, hopefully, be hearing from Denzil as to 9 

what the status is, otherwise, I will be talking to 10 

other people at DCRA and anyone feel free also to ask 11 

them when they believe the Code Books will be 12 

available.  I would be happy to have them delivered 13 

here and picked up here if they are having problems 14 

over at DCRA, but I will be coordinating with them. 15 

  Next is the reappointment of BCAC Members. 16 

 We have not had the best of luck in working with 17 

Boards and Commissions.  Sara has tried to work to put 18 

together, and is in front of you, a list of BCAC 19 

Members.  These are the Members that we know about, 20 

that have submitted certain information and I might 21 

ask Sara to talk about it a little bit.  There are 22 
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some Members we have no information on that are on the 1 

list of Ron Collins and Boards and Commissions that we 2 

are still trying to track down, and that's why I ask 3 

again today, please, make sure your email is correct, 4 

so we have one way to get in touch with you. 5 

  Sara, would you like to take a moment and 6 

talk about it, since you are the one who has been 7 

working so closely with Boards and Commissions where 8 

we stand on the reappointment of the BCAC Members? 9 

  MS. BARDIN:  So far most everybody has 10 

their information in.  We're just waiting for a couple 11 

last minute pieces.  But Ron Collins is ill right now 12 

and when he comes back, probably within the next week 13 

and a half, I think, they are going to try to finalize 14 

the list. 15 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  One problem which we 16 

were talking about before and I would like to speak on 17 

the record to is that Boards and Commissions is very 18 

concerned because the legislation that put together 19 

the Building Code Advisory Committee states that half 20 

of its Members are to be residents of the District of 21 

Columbia and, in fact, we are off significantly on 22 
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that number by some probably 20 people, and that is 1 

very difficult on if they decide to enforce that. 2 

  I have made a plea which we have done 3 

before that could they waiver that requirement for 4 

this Committee.  Most everyone works in the city, they 5 

just don't happen to be residents in the city.  And to 6 

get the kind of expertise that we really need, because 7 

we are a group of organizations by in large and these 8 

people are appointed by organizations to be Members of 9 

this Committee, and they bring a certain level of 10 

expertise, and I personally feel we should be happy 11 

that we have that expertise and have people wanting to 12 

share that with us.  And so I'm not sure what is going 13 

to come from that. 14 

  Mr. Bardin was suggesting that there are 15 

quite a few Members on this Committee from the 16 

District Government that perhaps we could ask them 17 

could the District Government find more Members that 18 

live in the District from the people that are 19 

appointed by the Mayor from the District Government.  20 

Am I representing correctly your thought, David, David 21 

Bardin? 22 
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  MR. BARDIN:  Well, Madam Chair, my thought 1 

more generally is as follows.  The issue here has to 2 

do with the full Committee membership, not the 3 

subcommittees.  And we have some people who are 4 

Members of the full Committee who are not, in fact, 5 

showing up at meetings and participating, including a 6 

relatively large number from the D.C. Department, 7 

Government Department, which is the sponsoring agency, 8 

whose director receives and considers the advice of 9 

this Committee, and I would suggest that one step for 10 

the director is people to do it. 11 

  Just look at that list and see which of 12 

those people who don't come to these meetings anyhow 13 

don't reside in the District and perhaps they just 14 

want to limit their work to subcommittees.  But 15 

conversely, we have people contributing to the 16 

subcommittee work who have chosen in the past not to 17 

become full Committee Members and perhaps some of them 18 

should reconsider and maybe those organizations would 19 

want to have full Committee participation, they might 20 

want to have two people, as they are entitled to, 21 

instead of just one person participating. 22 
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  And a third possibility is there are other 1 

organizations which, in fact, could be and perhaps 2 

should be participating in our work to get the balance 3 

and the quality and the professionalism and the 4 

diversity of points of view from whom we could add.  5 

So the last thing in the world I think any of us would 6 

want to see is take an active, contributing, valued, 7 

experienced, informed Member who happens to live 8 

outside the District line and say, please, leave the 9 

full Committee.  Absolutely not.  We want everyone of 10 

them. 11 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  We are lucky to have 12 

them, yes. 13 

  MR. BARDIN:  Exactly.  But I think there 14 

are several things that could be done to achieve 15 

whatever balance the law seems to require.  So that's 16 

my -- those are my points. 17 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Thank you.  At this 18 

point, I don't have as Sara said and since Ron Collins 19 

has had surgery and is out of the office, I can't, at 20 

this time, get an update, but as soon as he returns, 21 

that will be my priority.  Prior to this, we were 22 
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going through budget hearings and had other various 1 

things.  I, myself, had and so I wasn't able to put as 2 

much focus on the Building Code Advisory Committee as 3 

I am now.  And so I will make sure that we stay, 4 

myself and Sara, as long as she makes it, meaning 5 

maybe first or Building Codes first, reappointment, 6 

we'll stay focused on the reappointment of the 7 

Members. 8 

  Everyone who is currently appointed, the 9 

appointment does continue until someone is reappointed 10 

in your place, but we have a large number of new 11 

Members and a large number of Members that have 12 

dropped out and I think it would behoove us to have 13 

everyone reappointed and all of the new people 14 

appointed if possible.  So that's the goal that I'm 15 

working towards.  Any other questions on that issue? 16 

  Okay.  Next, I did mention the status of 17 

the necessary resources for the Building Codes 18 

Advisory Committee, which is the letter from Denzil 19 

noting that they will be buying codes, 70 sets of Code 20 

Books for us, and that they will be -- they are 21 

willing to pay for the Court reporting service that 22 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 (202) 234-4433 

 
 
 10

has been assisting us.  And so I will personally be 1 

following up on that, but we now have in writing, 2 

which we haven't had before, a commitment for that 3 

support to the Building Codes Advisory Committee. 4 

  I don't have and I don't know of Joan does 5 

the next on our list is the DCRA hosting website. 6 

  MEMBER STOGIS:  I don't really have any 7 

update.  I tried about a month ago to contact Woody 8 

Sampson by email with no result, and when Denzil was 9 

here at the last meeting of this group, we asked him, 10 

in his official capacity, if he could make contact 11 

with him.  I have heard nothing further.  I will 12 

recontact both Denzil and Woody and see if we can get 13 

that going. 14 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  And, yes, thank you, 15 

Joan.  I would appreciate that if you would take that, 16 

what you have started, and continue to follow-up.  We 17 

do need to and we have when we have spoken to various 18 

groups and organizations who have been interested in 19 

the work of the Building Codes Advisory Committee.  We 20 

have said and talked to about our transparent process, 21 

and I think a major part of that is having the website 22 
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available and using it, also for our Members, so that 1 

we don't have to spend a lot of time and cut down a 2 

lot of trees and all that paper that this process 3 

typically entails.  So there is several reasons we 4 

need the website. 5 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Yes, Marc? 6 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  Madam Chair, this 7 

is Marc Fetterman.  On that same subject, one of the 8 

things many of us enjoyed the last time on our website 9 

were the summary of the meeting minutes, and I know 10 

that before I took on the onerous task which I have 11 

since greatly regretted of actually putting these 12 

together, but, and I note today with the Court 13 

reporters what you get are volumes, somehow we need to 14 

get the information of what is happening in these 15 

meetings out there beyond this room. 16 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  As soon as we get the 17 

website, we are prepared to post all of the minutes on 18 

the website.  While they are not a summary, then 19 

anyone who misses a meeting can fully become aware of 20 

what has transpired.  And we all are very busy and 21 

have a lot to do and you did and we thank you so much, 22 
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right, for the summaries from before, I'm just not 1 

sure that you or anyone else really has the time to do 2 

that.  And since we do have the Court reporter and we 3 

have started from day one of our meetings on this 4 

cycle with the Court reporter, we should hopefully be 5 

able to use those as the vehicle for our minutes and 6 

our record keeping.  Is that comfortable with you? 7 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  It is.  Maybe Sara 8 

could simply email Woody Sampson with our minutes.  9 

Maybe if we had something for him to do, it would -- 10 

it might get done.  It seems to be a little chicken 11 

and egg at the moment. 12 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  That's an idea.  Are 13 

you hearing that Sara? 14 

  MS. BARDIN:  Yes. 15 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  I have gotten from 16 

Neal Gross, kindly, even though they haven't been 17 

paid, copies of the Building Codes Advisory Committee 18 

transcripts, and so we could easily -- I have them in 19 

paper as well and I can also email them to all of the 20 

Members.  The trouble is because they are voluminous, 21 

you know, if I send several, then it tends to back up 22 
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on people' computers.  But if I can -- instead, I 1 

think it is a good idea if Sara would assist me, we 2 

could send that to Woody and get it on the website.  3 

Then like you say, we've got the website off and 4 

running with something important for everyone to be 5 

reviewing. 6 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  Then Woody will 7 

have a reason to return Joan's call. 8 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Okay.  Next on the 9 

agenda are the bylaws and should I turn that over to 10 

you, Marc?  Would you speak to the bylaws? 11 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  Oh, thank you.  The 12 

bylaws before were amended during a previous BCAC 13 

cycle by the Issues and Policies Subcommittee, and 14 

Armando, whom I see hiding in the back of the room, 15 

and I have spoken about this, and Armando, David 16 

Bardin and I also spoke about this subject earlier 17 

this morning, and David had an idea of perhaps 18 

contributing some thoughts on paper in a couple of 19 

weeks when he returns from being out of town to 20 

actually give us something to react to.  Because I've 21 

put together about six or eight different items that 22 
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had come to my attention that might need some work and 1 

hadn't really gotten any feedback from anyone.  So I 2 

think David's offer is a very generous positive one 3 

and I would like to take him up on that if you agree. 4 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Terrific. 5 

  MR. BARDIN:  Sure. 6 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  Thank you. 7 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Thank you.  Item 2 on 8 

our agenda are the issues for subcommittee 9 

consideration and the first one has to do with the 10 

proofreading of the 2003 DC Code Supplement.  Today in 11 

your package -- yes, anyone else need to sign in?  12 

Please, do.  Thank you.  Pick me up, Sara.  I am here. 13 

  There have been and what is missing, I 14 

believe just from looking at this, there is a lot of 15 

work that has gone into this and I may ask each if 16 

maybe Sara can report on what is here in front of us, 17 

since you are the one who assembled this and it is in 18 

several pieces.  These are the errors that we have 19 

found.  Because there were so many errors in the 20 

supplement, we asked each Committee to, please, make a 21 

priority of proofreading their particular areas of the 22 
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2003 Supplement and sending us so we could collate all 1 

of the errors, so that we could then forward it on to 2 

DCRA, so that they could incorporate them and then 3 

send them on to Office of Documents, so we could get 4 

A17.3.  Our goal here is to get A17.3 Document 5 

published, that is the supplement of 2003 that has 6 

everything in it corrected, in a correct manner.  7 

Sara? 8 

  MS. BARDIN:  Basically, I just took the 9 

emails that were sent to me with comments and put it 10 

into this document.  A couple of people sent me 11 

attachments, which are A, B and C, and then there is 12 

an additional one that I received this morning.  It is 13 

existing Building Codes that should be in that packet, 14 

too.  And if I have missed something that somebody has 15 

sent me, please, contact me and I'll go back and look 16 

for it. 17 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  You might talk, 18 

because I was concerned about some of these 19 

attachments, because they are so voluminous, you might 20 

mention what happened to some of the charts that you 21 

had typed and what they did. 22 
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  MS. BARDIN:  Apparently, they redid the 1 

charts that we submitted to them, even though we 2 

submitted them in Microsoft Word. 3 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  In the format that was 4 

preapproved. 5 

  MS. BARDIN:  Yes. 6 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  That we had also done 7 

for Zoning Codes. 8 

  MS. BARDIN:  They decided to change the 9 

information. 10 

  MEMBER STOGIS:  This is Joan Stogis.  In 11 

the existing Building Code Chapter, Chapter 12, which 12 

is an alternative, is full of tables, formulas, 13 

scorecards with lines to fill in and when they changed 14 

the font, unfortunately, they didn't subsequently 15 

proofread it to see what got lost, and a lot of this 16 

turned into gibberish.  So if people are still 17 

reviewing sections, if you have that kind of material, 18 

I would look at that extra carefully. 19 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Thank you.  We are 20 

also missing, I know that Byron Black found several 21 

things and I didn't formally get them.  I know you 22 
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did, Marc.  Did we get them here? 1 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  I've got nothing 2 

from Byron.  I know he has been going through some 3 

elective surgery. 4 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Okay.   5 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  And I'm not sure 6 

where. 7 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Right. 8 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  He is in the 9 

recovery process though. 10 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  That's right. 11 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  As reporting on my 12 

own for construction, I have, being a subcommittee of 13 

one at the moment, gotten through about a fourth of 14 

what I submitted and I have to say I was very pleased 15 

to see that most of the typos that I caught were those 16 

that I hadn't caught when I submitted it to DCRA, and 17 

they had, in fact, corrected the OSHA citation in the 18 

Federal Register to the correct number that we had 19 

given them incorrectly.  So it's not all in onus. 20 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Doom and gloom. 21 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  On DCRA doing 22 
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poorly, but the one area of the code that concerns me 1 

most would be Chapter 1 and Armando's tremendous 2 

effort that went into that.  And I was wondering if 3 

Armando or someone else was reviewing the Chapter 1s, 4 

because of how important they are. 5 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  And I do know from 6 

Denzil that there were several paragraphs left out and 7 

whatnot.  I don't know.  You might pass this back to 8 

Armando.  Thank you, sir. 9 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  This is Armando Lourenco 10 

for the record.  We have been going through the whole 11 

chapter.  There are extensive portions that were 12 

missing.  I think someone was playing with the file 13 

and jumped from one word to the same word like five 14 

pages down.  So from 106 something to 109 something. 15 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  And that part has 16 

been republished. 17 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  Yes, that part has been 18 

republished.  There is a few other things that we have 19 

found, minor things I would say, and there is a couple 20 

that didn't come out exactly as we wanted, but I'm 21 

working with Denzil and Laurie Gilbert, the attorney 22 
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that has been essentially surgically removing and 1 

inserting all the wrong and right parts. 2 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  So is she the one what 3 

our subcommittees are working on, too? 4 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  No, I don't think so.  5 

She is dealing with administrative related provisions. 6 

 I believe in BLRA, I think, Chris Flak has been 7 

collecting all the corrections and going through and 8 

Laurie Gilbert is dealing only with administrative 9 

items of substance. 10 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Okay. 11 

  MEMBER STOVALL:  I don't think I -- where 12 

is the -- 13 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  I'm sorry, you have to 14 

identify yourself.  I'm sorry. 15 

  MEMBER STOVALL:  John Stovall.  Where is 16 

the most up to date version to be found? 17 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  That's a very good 18 

question.  Joan, would you say it is on the DCRA 19 

website? 20 

  MEMBER STOGIS:  Joan Stogis again.  I 21 

would say, basically, for both DCRA and the Office of 22 
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Documents, other than this formatting problem with 1 

tables and such, I found very few errors.  Most of the 2 

corrections, the other handful of corrections I sent 3 

in were things that had been errors in the 4 

International Code Council Graph we worked with. 5 

  When I reread it, I said that doesn't make 6 

any sense and looked to the published text which came 7 

out subsequent to our work in 2002 and realized, yes, 8 

they had made a mistake.  They corrected it, so I put 9 

in the correction.  There were only one or two small 10 

problems that happened in the DCRA Office of Documents 11 

phase, so, yes, by and large for 100 and something 12 

pages, other than this one chapter, they did a good 13 

job. 14 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Okay.   15 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  I know we had hoped 16 

to do this, complete this today, but it sounds like a 17 

very important item of this, which is Armando's work, 18 

is ongoing and I have already confessed that I have 19 

not been able to finish construction.  I'm wondering, 20 

do we have a realistic time table from DCRA? 21 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Well, I think we ought 22 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 (202) 234-4433 

 
 
 21

to ask what else we are missing here, because we don't 1 

have everything. 2 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  Right.  Electrical. 3 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  I don't think we heard 4 

from electrical, did we?  Oh, yes, here is electrical. 5 

 All right.  Sara, did we hear from all the 6 

subcommittees? 7 

  MS. BARDIN:  Issues and Policies and 8 

Construction, I think, are the only two left, unless 9 

Fuel and Gas did fall under Mechanical and Plumbing 10 

last time, right? 11 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  It listed some 12 

subcommittees, so someone needs to -- 13 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Well, Robert Minuet 14 

talks to, I noticed, the following errors and Chapter 15 

10, Boilers, Water Heaters and Pressure Vessels. 16 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  Right.  But Fuel 17 

and Gas is a separate code. 18 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Oh, right. 19 

  MEMBER BURRELL:  This is Collin Burrell.  20 

Last year I chaired the Property and Tenants section. 21 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Yes. 22 
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  MEMBER BURRELL:  Now, I'm under the 1 

existing building and I'm reviewing that piece.  I'm 2 

almost finished, not quite there, and what I've seen 3 

so far is very encouraging.  I've only seen one thing 4 

that is dispositive in that they correct one of the -- 5 

had something out of order with respect to the 6 

numbering and they made that correction.  And so what 7 

I've seen so far is great.  But I, you know, should 8 

finish by next week. 9 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Okay.  We need to set 10 

a deadline then and I don't know if anybody can help 11 

on the Fuel and Gas.  Did we have many amendments on 12 

that? 13 

  MS. BARDIN:  I don't think so.  And also 14 

structural, by the way. 15 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Okay.   16 

  MEMBER SHABELSKI:  This is Jim Shabelski. 17 

 I would like to make something quick.  Hi.  I 18 

reviewed most of the plumbing, but I noticed that 19 

Balur Rabishenko had a difference of opinion on one of 20 

the ones I reviewed.  And what I would like to do is 21 

I'll go back and check today or tomorrow and see, 22 
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because I think the statement that he is referring to 1 

may have been taken out at the last minute and I'll 2 

check all my records on that.  But anyway, I'll get 3 

back to you on that one discrepancy this week.  Okay? 4 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Well, can we set a 5 

deadline and make it a week from today, because then 6 

whatever we have that will be then what goes forward 7 

to DCRA as this Committee's review and recommended 8 

changes for the Building Code Supplement?  We have to, 9 

I think, as everything else, draw the deadlines and 10 

then put the pressure.  But the difficulty is, and I 11 

think it is embarrassing for us all, but I think 12 

especially DCRA, there is no place to go to find a 13 

whole correct code.  One doesn't exist.  And so I 14 

think that needs to be a priority for this Committee 15 

to see to it that everyone has an up to date 16 

supplement, so they know where they are working and 17 

for us, so we know where we are beginning for the new 18 

Members that have come on and what has transpired in 19 

the past. 20 

  So if it is all right with everyone, we 21 

will set a week from today to be our deadline for 22 
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picking up all final code amendments and changes, 1 

typos. 2 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  Can we ask Armando 3 

when he can, because this is really critical. 4 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  One week from today, 5 

okay? 6 

  MEMBER STOGIS:  Just quick.  There were a 7 

number of Fuel Gas amendments in the existing 8 

Structure Code and those have been checked as part of 9 

my review. 10 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Okay.  Please, 11 

identify yourself for the record. 12 

  MEMBER HERDEMAN:  Mike Herdeman from 13 

Washington Gas.  I guess you just answered my 14 

question.  I was going to say if I can get any of the 15 

amendments since I was asked to, you know, chair that, 16 

then I haven't been given any information.  We can go 17 

through them.  But you say all the changes have been 18 

done? 19 

  MEMBER STOGIS:  No, this is just some. 20 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Just the ones that 21 

have to do with the existing structures.  Sara, can we 22 
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get that to him? 1 

  MEMBER STOGIS:  Yes. 2 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Thank you.  Any other 3 

questions regarding the update, regarding the 4 

corrections in the 2003 Code Supplement?  John, 5 

Samantha? 6 

  MEMBER STOVALL:  John Stovall.  I'm just 7 

wondering, you mentioned the word supplement, are 8 

these going to be incorporated in the text of the 9 

original or is it going to be a separate supplement 10 

that people have to orally do? 11 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Basically, the way DC 12 

works is we adopt the base code and then everything 13 

that changes from the base code is put into a volume 14 

that is a supplement.  This year, typically, this 15 

hasn't been problematic, because of the existing 16 

Structures Code.  It is a very large volume.  We have 17 

been working to keep the changes very small.  We have 18 

no way of going back into the major codes nor can we 19 

legally and start editing the major codes. 20 

  The major I Codes we can't touch.  We can 21 

only do one supplement, which then amends the I Codes. 22 
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 And like I say, this year it is extra large and 1 

hopefully next year it won't be. 2 

  MR. BARDIN:  David Bardin.  I thought 3 

John's question was a little different. 4 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Oh, I'm sorry. 5 

  MR. BARDIN:  I don't think he is talking 6 

about supplement as against the ICC Codes, etcetera.  7 

I think he is asking will DCRA when it has collected 8 

all the corrections, put out a new substitute 9 

complete. 10 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Oh, I'm sorry. 11 

  MR. BARDIN:  Instead of the thing that was 12 

put on in January plus the thing that was put out some 13 

weeks later, plus the things that will be put out, 14 

could they combine all of the DC Supplements into one 15 

volume? 16 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  We have been told 17 

that's what the goal is, that's why we made it our 18 

priority to quickly do this, because we didn't want to 19 

leave it into -- under their's to do all this final 20 

proofreading.  We thought we wanted to intervene and 21 

help.  And the thought was to print A1 Document that 22 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 (202) 234-4433 

 
 
 27

they can then sell, as well, rather than three or four 1 

different documents.  That there would be A1 Document. 2 

 So that's the goal here and that's what we are 3 

proposing. 4 

  Now, I don't know how much say we have or 5 

DCRA has versus Office of Documents.  It is my 6 

understanding that Office of Documents is in agreement 7 

with that and we'll push for that.  But again, that's 8 

out of our control.  Office of Documents does what 9 

Office of Documents wants to do.  Any other comments? 10 

 Yes? 11 

  MEMBER BURRELL:  Collin Burrell. 12 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Yes, hold it back 13 

there. 14 

  MEMBER BURRELL:  Yes, could we make this 15 

an official proposal to the DCRA director, that we 16 

have it in one volume? 17 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  I will put -- as these 18 

get put together and we forward these with a cover 19 

letter.  I think that's an excellent suggestion.  We 20 

will say that it is our understanding and we hope for 21 

everyone's sake that this is what happens.  But I 22 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 (202) 234-4433 

 
 
 28

think we'll say it's our understanding, because that 1 

is our understanding, and just to reiterate it and how 2 

necessary it is. 3 

  Anything else?  There are the major issues 4 

and I don't know, I will just go through them quickly 5 

right now, and if anyone has additional issues that I 6 

don't have, these are the issues for the subcommittees 7 

that they are supposed to be, other than their normal 8 

subcommittee work, the priorities that were set to be 9 

evaluated.  The first one was the proofreading of the 10 

2003 Construction Code Supplement, which we have just 11 

discussed.  The second one was reevaluating whether 12 

the Utilities should be exempt from the codes.  That's 13 

a suggestion from DCRA that we should not exempt the 14 

utilities from the codes and that that needs an 15 

emergency review and evaluation. 16 

  The Item C is reevaluating whether the 17 

individual family residence should be sprinklered.  18 

For those of you who didn't attend, it will be 19 

hopefully on our website and you can read the whole 20 

presentation that we received on sprinklering in 21 

family residences, that is another urgent item.  22 
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Currently, in the past year, or the past cycle, there 1 

was sprinklering of individual family residences and 2 

then in the cycle of the 2003 that was removed and 3 

again DCRA is feeling like they want us to reevaluate 4 

it, because they feel individual family residences 5 

should be sprinklered.  So that's one of our emergency 6 

items. 7 

  Item D is reevaluating whether and when 8 

the 2004, the major retroactive elevator upgrades must 9 

occur, and there is some confusion that these upgrades 10 

are not included in the 2003 Supplement and Cycle.  11 

However, they were in the last cycle and so there is 12 

some confusion as to whether we need emergency, not 13 

emergency, expedited changes to the Elevator Code to 14 

buy some additional time on these elevator upgrades or 15 

not.  There is a question.  Yes, Joan? 16 

  MEMBER STOGIS:  I have been, on behalf of 17 

the Existing Structures Committee, meeting with the 18 

Elevator Subcommittee recently.  You will hear more 19 

about the Committee reports, but I have brought to 20 

them the assumption that what we're trying to work out 21 

is what we will do in the next code cycle, because 22 
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Denzil Noble at one of these meetings, a month or two 1 

months ago, had said that he would, with the authority 2 

that he had to modify the deadline, extend it and I 3 

think he was using the date of December 31, 2005. 4 

  I have not checked the DCRA webpage 5 

recently to see if that has happened in writing, but 6 

it was, I think, my understanding at least that he was 7 

able to deal with the short term issue 8 

administratively. 9 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Okay. 10 

  MEMBER STOGIS:  And that we were then 11 

working toward a long term approach. 12 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  So basically, and 13 

considering it is not currently in place, it seems 14 

like D can drop off our expedited list is what you're 15 

saying. 16 

  MEMBER STOGIS:  Yes.  I'm saying that 17 

assuming that what we heard Denzil say a couple of 18 

months ago is what he is going to do. 19 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  And we'll ask the 20 

Elevator Subcommittee that as well.  Yes, David? 21 

  MR. BARDIN:  David Bardin.  On that score, 22 
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Laurie Gilbert told me some weeks ago that this 1 

extension to December 31, 2005 would not appear as a 2 

separate document, but would be bundled together with 3 

a whole bunch of other amendments and that concerned 4 

me then because of the time it takes to do the work, 5 

and it concerns me even more because of the time it 6 

has been taking and how complicated they may be.  So I 7 

would hope that you, Madam Chair, and you, Armando, 8 

press the issue with Denzil to make sure that there is 9 

a timely notification on this thing before we close 10 

any separate -- 11 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Well, see, I think 12 

there is -- well, go ahead and respond, Armando. 13 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  Armando Lourenco.  I'm 14 

not sure we should drop this from our list of 15 

emergency items. 16 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Okay. 17 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  Number one, and I don't 18 

know if this predates or postdates the meeting that 19 

Joan was referring to, there is some doubt as to 20 

whether the authority of the code official is 21 

sufficient to grant across the board amnesty, because 22 
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typically the authority to change the rules is on a 1 

case by case basis by modification, and at least one 2 

organization has contested that authority.  So I think 3 

we should still keep it on the table, because -- you 4 

know, wait for Denzil to give us more feedback, 5 

because we may need to do a formal modification to the 6 

text. 7 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Okay.  But, everyone, 8 

do you agree that it is not currently in the codes 9 

right now that when we adopted the I Codes and the 10 

supplement that retroactive provision vanished? 11 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  Yes and no.  It's not in 12 

the text.  The reason why it's not in the text is 13 

because if you were in compliance when the code 14 

changed, which you should have been, then there is no 15 

more need for the provision. 16 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  No, it would have been 17 

2004. 18 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  No, no. 19 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  This was adopted 20 

before 2004. 21 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  This was adopted in 22 
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1999. 1 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Right, but you had 2 

until -- 3 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  People were allowed to 4 

go through -- 5 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  July 2004. 6 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  That's the authority 7 

that is being questioned. 8 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Sure. 9 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  Whether people could 10 

have been allowed to do that, but the point is some 11 

people came into compliance, some people didn't. 12 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Right. 13 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  Everybody should have 14 

been in compliance with the previous code. 15 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  But they had until 16 

2004. 17 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  The provisions of 18 

Section -- 19 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  36. 20 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  2301.  The provision of 21 

Section 2301 of the current code says that 22 
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"Enforcement action is based on the code in effect 1 

when the noncompliance existed," so there is in the 2 

code the provision that says DCRA can go to the old 3 

code and enforce it. 4 

  Now, on the other hand, I know DCRA 5 

doesn't want to just go out and start enforcing this. 6 

 DCRA wants to provide something that is similar to 7 

extending the deadline, but they don't want to put a 8 

date on the deadline.  They want to have some 9 

mechanism that triggers compliance. 10 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Well, that is what the 11 

Committee is working on, yes. 12 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  For all of these 13 

reasons, I think we should keep it on the table, 14 

because something saying -- words very different from 15 

what we now don't have will probably need to go into 16 

an interim amendment. 17 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Well, I think we're 18 

all in agreement that there needs to be work done.  19 

The problem is whether it needs to be an emergent, 20 

whether we need to do something on an expedited basis 21 

right now and I will leave it on the list for further 22 
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discussion. 1 

  There is no question that -- well, I 2 

shouldn't say that, this Committee hasn't voted, but 3 

it appears that there will be some retroactive 4 

provisions and what the Committee is working on with 5 

Existing Structures and Elevator is how and when those 6 

things are going to occur to bring to this Committee 7 

for this Committee's vote as a part of the new cycle. 8 

 So, obviously, this Committee has to approve it. 9 

  MR. BARDIN:  What I just heard Armando, 10 

I'm David Bardin, Armando say is not consistent with 11 

what the Chair just said about this new cycle.  I 12 

mean, if the people in DCRA are now thinking, and 13 

there may be kind of a debate between one school of 14 

thought and another, that the last extension was of 15 

questionable appropriateness and maybe even validity 16 

and maybe they are not going to give us an extension 17 

to a date certain, but instead an extension mechanism, 18 

which sounds like that rolling compliance would be 19 

built in right now, you know, in the next few weeks. 20 

  Then it doesn't wait until the next cycle. 21 

 Then it means Joan's Committee or the Elevator 22 
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Committee or both have got to get to working right 1 

away and give some practical text.  It sounds to me 2 

like it's very much on the front burner for the next 3 

meeting of each subcommittee to try to come up with 4 

the best. 5 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Right. 6 

  MR. BARDIN:  And hopefully, with all the 7 

guidance you can get both from Denzil Noble and from 8 

Laurie Gilbert who is taking the legal concerns up to 9 

the director on these issues. 10 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  All right.  I guess 11 

we'll take that as the definitive word and we'll ask 12 

Ms. Stogis for the Existing Structures and the 13 

Elevator Subcommittee to make this a priority and, if 14 

at all possible, bring us some information by the next 15 

meeting. 16 

  Let's go back and get these assigned then 17 

if we're expedited.  Who is reevaluating whether the 18 

utilities should be exempt from the codes?  That is in 19 

Chapter 1?  So, Armando, that is in your lap?  Okay.  20 

Issues and policy.  And then the sprinkling of family 21 

residences, that's really in the Residential 22 
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Subcommittee, correct?  Well, this is single.  Is it 1 

in Fire?  Is it in Fire? 2 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  We moved it out of 3 

Fire.  We moved it out of Fire. 4 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Yes, let's decide 5 

where it is, yes. 6 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  Armando Lourenco.  I 7 

think this is not just a Residential Committee issue 8 

and I appreciate the effort that has been put into 9 

bringing information to this Committee about this 10 

issue.  I think it's very one sided though.  There are 11 

matters that transcend much more the availability and 12 

affordability of housing in this matter. 13 

  In the past, I don't know, 5, 10 years, 14 

there have been several deaths of fire fighters in 15 

fires in the District and they occurred in residences 16 

that weren't sprinklered.  We can't just think about 17 

the protection of the property and the protection of 18 

the residents.  There are people that run into the 19 

building when it's on fire and that aspect has to be 20 

considered.  For that reason I think Residential and 21 

Fire should share the burden. 22 
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  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  All right.  Our 1 

problem is this, Byron, I guess we can look into that, 2 

but let's ask -- and, John, maybe I'll ask you to, 3 

please, coordinate with Byron and to have a joint 4 

meeting if you can, so that you can bring a proposal 5 

to this Committee as soon as possible. 6 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  There is also another 7 

issue that's important, which is an issue of policy of 8 

the city.  We are in a regional environment.  D.C. was 9 

the first jurisdiction in this area that had this 10 

provision in the codes.  Other counties around us have 11 

followed suit now. 12 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Well, and -- 13 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  And not that they 14 

followed suit, we drop out. 15 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Well, let's not argue 16 

it now.  I mean, there is -- unless, you know, DCRA -- 17 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  I'm just saying this is 18 

more than just residential. 19 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Right.  And DCRA can 20 

override anything we do anyway if they don't approve 21 

of whatever our thinking is. 22 
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  The last thing I have on my list is the 1 

FOIA, the proprietary information.  Am I missing 2 

anything?  Armando, you're more up on these expedited 3 

issues before I talk to the FOIA issue.  Yes? 4 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  One was David's 5 

thing about ANC notifications. 6 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  That kind of falls 7 

into the FOIA issue I think.  I was going to discuss 8 

them jointly.  Yes, Joan? 9 

  MEMBER STOGIS:  We have been treating the 10 

elevator retrofit as a joint effort of the Elevator 11 

Subcommittee and Existing Structures. 12 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Yes. 13 

  MEMBER STOGIS:  So I would propose to 14 

continue that.  I would like to get some input from 15 

the Fire Department representative and also from Fire 16 

and Life Safety on it, but I think those two 17 

Committees are -- if that suits this body, we'll sort 18 

of continue to be agreed on it. 19 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Yes, if you wouldn't 20 

mind, because it's going to take someone taking the 21 

lead to talk to all of the appropriate people and 22 
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draft the responses. 1 

  Let me ask, and we had it on our old 2 

website, do we need to do anything to -- are we ready 3 

to send to all of the Members the form that we used 4 

last time?  Sara, can we get that out to everyone? 5 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  We already did. 6 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Oh, we already did?  7 

Does everybody have it? 8 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Could I get it? 9 

  MEMBER STOGIS:  I sent you the old one to 10 

say -- 11 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Thank you. 12 

  MEMBER STOGIS:  -- here is a basis. 13 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Okay.  Let's put that 14 

out and I'll make sure everyone gets it, because we 15 

need to be using our format.  The forms are set up for 16 

you to be able to fill in the spaces using your word 17 

processing and then these are the forms that will then 18 

eventually be on our website both as they are posted 19 

as issues and then further as we move on to vote. 20 

  Armando, did you have anything else I'm 21 

missing on the expedited issues that we should be 22 
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looking at? 1 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  No. 2 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Okay.  Mr. Bardin? 3 

  MR. BARDIN:  But just on the FOIA and ANC 4 

notification, again, having talked several weeks ago 5 

with counsel for DCRA, my understanding is that that's 6 

also going to be in the bundle. 7 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Yes. 8 

  MR. BARDIN:  That they are sending up and 9 

I have had some correspondence with Director Clark on 10 

this. 11 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  I'm sorry, you just 12 

jumped ahead of me. 13 

  MR. BARDIN:  Okay. 14 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  I was going there.  15 

And there is a letter in your packages that was handed 16 

out today on the FOIA from -- we were copied by Sharon 17 

Ambrose and it's a letter responding, which she 18 

forwards.  She is asking DCRA to -- she is giving 19 

DCRA's point of view and we might want to take a 20 

second and read this for those of you who haven't.  21 

It's addressed to the Federation of Citizen's 22 
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Associations from Sharon Ambrose. 1 

  And I guess, Armando, this falls under you 2 

as well.  The second page, first paragraph, Sharon 3 

says it's her understanding that DCRA and other 4 

Members of the Building Code Advisory Committee are 5 

discussing several possible amendments to the Building 6 

Codes and are likely to submit these for council's 7 

consideration in the near future.  So I would see that 8 

as being on our expedited list. 9 

  MR. BARDIN:  Okay.  In addition to that 10 

letter and earlier, Director Clark sent me a letter 11 

saying that it had not been intended to have these 12 

FOIA provisions apply to ANCs at all, and that he was 13 

going to try to have that corrected.  So I mean, 14 

again, you don't want substantive discussion here, but 15 

there is plenty of work to be done, and Armando and 16 

the Committee tried to give the director some good 17 

advice two years ago whenever we first looked at it 18 

and they didn't want to see that advice.  Maybe now. 19 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  I would say that this 20 

Committee did not recommend this specific FOIA 21 

amendment.  This was an amendment that was later done 22 
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by DCRA just for those of you who weren't aware. 1 

  MR. BARDIN:  Yes. 2 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  But it has squarely 3 

been put back in our lap, as well as DCRA's lap to 4 

take a look at.  I consider this letter to say that, 5 

and so I think this Committee, and again DCRA can 6 

disagree with us, but I think we ought to, if we can, 7 

come to a consensus on how we think this should be 8 

handled recognizing the problems they have, but also 9 

the problems that the FOIA poses and the problems for 10 

the ANC. 11 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  As David said, we on 12 

purpose left that provision kind of vague to allow the 13 

Department to put in place procedures for the 14 

implementation of the access to the records.  This is 15 

one of those cases of good intentions gone awry, 16 

because it just went overboard to the other side and 17 

decided to put in the regulation all sorts of rules.  18 

I don't think the intent was to make access to the 19 

record difficult. 20 

  The nature of the records in BLRA is also 21 

tricky, because once you have a permit you know what 22 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 (202) 234-4433 

 
 
 44

the record is.  Before you have a permit, you have a 1 

proposed something, a proposed project, proposed 2 

design and from my experience, there is no proposed 3 

design that passes.  They all need to be changed, 4 

because there is always something that is not in 5 

accordance with the regulations. 6 

  So they also struggle with this aspect 7 

that providing access to the public to something that 8 

ends up being changed and then you end up with 9 

something slightly different.  Whoever has access to 10 

that has to understand that that's not final, that 11 

that can change and what they see in the end can be 12 

completely different or substantially different. 13 

  On the other hand, obviously, if someone 14 

wants to object to a project, they need to know ahead 15 

of time.  We can't just be on this difficult process 16 

of raising the issues after the fact. 17 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Yes.  Do you have a 18 

regular meeting time?  And I know you are on the 19 

Issues and Policies Committee. 20 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  I'm glad you asked.  I 21 

was trying to not step on David's assigned times.  For 22 
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right now we're on the first Wednesday of the month, 1 

that is two days after.  Well, maybe not.  It's the 2 

first Wednesday of the month, maybe before or after 3 

Joan's meeting. 4 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Before or after Joan's 5 

meeting?  Okay. 6 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  It depends on where the 7 

Wednesday hits. 8 

  MEMBER STOGIS:  We are meeting the first 9 

Monday of the month. 10 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  Yes. 11 

  MEMBER STOGIS:  From 10:00 until 12:00. 12 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  So if the month starts 13 

on a Tuesday, my meeting will be before yours. 14 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  Yours is May 3rd and 15 

yours is May 5th. 16 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  You don't have yours 17 

on.  I'm sorry.  Repeat that again. 18 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  Yes.  So the 19 

Existing Structures is next meeting May 3rd and Issues 20 

and Policies is meeting May 5th.  Where? 21 

  MEMBER STOGIS:  Thanks to some very good 22 
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detective work by David Bardin, we found out that 1 

there is a suite of conference rooms of various sizes 2 

in this building on the 11th floor and we have started 3 

using one of them, Room 1116, for the Existing 4 

Structures Committee meeting.  I can email you the 5 

contact person.  It's certainly very convenient for 6 

the Fire Department. 7 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Yes. 8 

  MEMBER STOGIS:  And it's, you know, 9 

reasonably convenient to DCRA people and others. 10 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  And if that doesn't 11 

work, if you just schedule with us, Tuesdays were 12 

booked totally here and Thursdays and Mondays, but 13 

Wednesdays is the day that we can work schedules 14 

around, Wednesdays and Fridays if anybody wants to use 15 

this room as well, so just to let you know. 16 

  But we do have all of those rooms on the 17 

11th floor that I rarely see being used with nice, big 18 

conference tables.  So since David has found the 19 

mechanism, we are a Government agency.  I mean, we 20 

don't get much help, but we are working for the 21 

Government, and so we are allowed to use those 22 
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Government conference rooms as David was able to 1 

ascertain.  So anyone who wants to have meetings 2 

there, just so you know.  Yes, Marc? 3 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  Madam Chair, Marc 4 

Fetterman.  Before we get to subcommittee reports, I'm 5 

not sure if this is administrative or issues for 6 

subcommittee consideration, but a theme that several 7 

of us have brought up before, I hope you don't mind if 8 

I repeat, and although I look out on the room and know 9 

many of the people in the room. 10 

  There are a few faces I don't recognize 11 

and I do look forward to introducing myself and 12 

getting to know each of you, but I continue to not see 13 

anyone here from DCRA, and it's kind of hard for us to 14 

be a Committee and an advocate for the Building Code 15 

if we have no people representing the group that we're 16 

trying to assist. 17 

  And I'm not sure if it's a matter of us 18 

moving our meeting back into their conference room or 19 

if something else needs to happen, but I feel somewhat 20 

ineffective getting together with a terrific group of 21 

well meaning people every month and it continues to 22 
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seem to lack some of our most important friends and 1 

allies. 2 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  I would speak against 3 

using their room, because we had many, many mixups 4 

about when it was scheduled.  We did not seem to get 5 

much better attendance by meeting over there.  I think 6 

that we are one Metro stop away for them to come here. 7 

 This is not a difficult thing and we do have the Fire 8 

Department in the building here or fire 9 

representatives. 10 

  So I do know David has spoken and raised 11 

this concern about needing better participation from 12 

DCRA Members, and I think perhaps one of the ways to 13 

handle this is to do a formal request.  We don't even 14 

have who the Members are.  Many, many people have now 15 

left and changed positions within DCRA.  We don't even 16 

know who we have got over there that is serving right 17 

now.  We don't have the list. 18 

  I think to be proactive what we should do 19 

is, and I think their work is really important on the 20 

subcommittees, is have the -- once we have the list of 21 

the people and who is involved, then specifically ask 22 
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them to come and serve on that subcommittee.  They did 1 

do that on Structural.  They have done that on 2 

specialized Committees, and so maybe that's the best 3 

way to go about it.  But I'm afraid just to say we're 4 

going to start showing up and meeting over there is 5 

not going to solve it for us. 6 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  Well, I'll just, 7 

Madam Chair, respectfully suggest we need to do 8 

something, because this is not yet working. 9 

  MR. BARDIN:  Madam Chair, I agree with 10 

both of you.  I think what you need to do is write a 11 

letter to the director now with copies to Denzil and 12 

maybe to his deputy, Mr. Wilson, just pointing out 13 

we're not getting attendance.  As far as holding the 14 

meetings there, I found it even more frustrating.  We 15 

have Denzil coming in late after a meeting up on the 16 

top floor with somebody in the Director's Office and 17 

having to leave early, because he was yanked out by 18 

cell phone or otherwise.  At least if Denzil or 19 

somebody else designated by the director comes here, 20 

presumably they will stay the two hours and they will 21 

take back a message if nothing else as to what 22 
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happened. 1 

  I would like to remind you, Madam Chair, 2 

that the City Administrator has DCRA in his sights 3 

today the way he had the Department of Health in his 4 

sights a few weeks ago.  If you have missed that, let 5 

me iterate for everybody here that he identified the 6 

Department of Health early on before the lead crises 7 

broke as an area in which he wanted to invest a great 8 

deal of his personal leadership resources and you have 9 

seen some changes there, and he has announced a few 10 

weeks ago that next is DCRA. 11 

  So I think this is one of many areas of 12 

DCRA, which are very important and the director has 13 

just got to figure out how he gets somebody here and 14 

how the message gets back and forth.  I wanted to 15 

raise something else when you have a moment. 16 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  I would just say one 17 

more thing in that just to end this subject.  Again, I 18 

don't even know who the Members are and to spend time 19 

trying to get old Members who are no longer Members to 20 

attend doesn't seem to make a lot of sense.  So I need 21 

to get the list and so as soon as we get the list, I 22 
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will share it with everyone and then we can perhaps 1 

develop a strategy, but we're very weak right now 2 

without even having a list of Members. 3 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  But, Madam Chair, I 4 

think what Mr. Bardin was suggesting is that if we 5 

simply write a letter to the director requesting 6 

representation at every meeting is a start. 7 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  I think we should be 8 

able to say to him who the Members are. 9 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  Well, no, he tells 10 

us.  We're helping him. 11 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  We have them, but Ron 12 

Collins hasn't given them to us.  See, the Mayor, the 13 

names, I'm understanding there is a list and the list 14 

has gone to Boards and Commissions, but Boards and 15 

Commissions has not shared that list with us, and so 16 

we're at a disadvantage at the moment. 17 

  MR. BARDIN:  Madam Chair, I request, I'm 18 

not suggesting, I request as one of your Members that 19 

you arrange to send notice to the director from here 20 

on out of every meeting of this Committee as if he 21 

were a Member, not because he is a Member, but he 22 
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should know that there is a Committee Meeting coming 1 

up and that we would like representation. 2 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Other than a reminder 3 

notice? 4 

  MR. BARDIN:  No, a letter signed by the 5 

Chair. 6 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  For every meeting? 7 

  MR. BARDIN:  For every meeting, say, a 8 

week, two weeks before.  You know now when the next 9 

meeting will be and where it's going to be, a letter 10 

saying that the meeting will be on this date at these 11 

hours, at this place and we would like representation 12 

of at least one person from his Department, and that 13 

the last meeting, which took place at such and such 14 

time and place, there was no representation. 15 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Well, that's not quite 16 

fair.  Collin Burrell is here. 17 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  That's the 18 

Department of Health. 19 

  MR. BARDIN:  Collin Burrell is in the 20 

Health Department. 21 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Nothing to do with 22 
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DCRA. 1 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Oh, okay.  So there is 2 

no one here?  I mean, I don't want to jump on anybody. 3 

 There is no one here from -- 4 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Don Galloway. 5 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Don Galloway? 6 

  MR. BARDIN:  Okay.  Well, then tell him 7 

that Mr. Galloway was the only person from DCRA who 8 

attended. 9 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Right. 10 

  MR. BARDIN:  The director is entitled to 11 

know.  There is no way he can use his, whatever 12 

Superman has, you know, x-ray eyes to figure that out. 13 

 You, as his advisor, have got to let him know that.  14 

After that it's up to the director to figure out what 15 

to do. 16 

  MEMBER STOGIS:  Joan Stogis.  In fact, I 17 

did read our own bylaws all the way through a few 18 

weeks ago and there actually is something in there 19 

that says we're supposed to notify organizations whose 20 

representatives do not participate. 21 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Two meetings. 22 
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  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Well, that I don't 1 

think I have time to take on.  I think that would be a 2 

full time job.  I would say though I do know that 3 

David Bardin has had this conversation with David 4 

Clark and with Denzil Noble about the attendance, have 5 

you not? 6 

  MR. BARDIN:  No, no, no. 7 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  And I don't mind 8 

backing you with letters, but I believe you have had 9 

it. 10 

  MR. BARDIN:  I had with Denzil Noble, not 11 

with David Clark, and the month after we had that 12 

conversation Denzil did come here. 13 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  Mark Fetterman.  14 

And I, too, have had the conversation with Denzil on 15 

more than one occasion and it's, you know, always been 16 

well received. 17 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  Armando Lourenco.  I 18 

would like to state for the record, I'm not sure this 19 

information was passed before, Denzil is home sick and 20 

it's fairly serious from what I understand and I spoke 21 

with him. 22 
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  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  I'm aware of that. 1 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  Monday, I think, and he 2 

was very concerned that he couldn't be here today.  So 3 

I think we should also take that into account. 4 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  It must be the season 5 

of illness. 6 

  MR. BARDIN:  In that case, I didn't 7 

realize and I think we all wish Denzil a speedy and 8 

complete recovery.  I would like to amend my request, 9 

Madam Chair, that you note in your letter that you 10 

believe that Denzil was planning to attend and give 11 

him the benefit of the doubt there, and that he took 12 

ill and that there was only Mr. Galloway here.  But, I 13 

mean, frankly, when the director sees that, he ought 14 

to ask himself the question doesn't he need backup, 15 

because he is asking his staff to do an awful lot of 16 

things at one time.  However, that is his decision and 17 

you just have to share with him the facts. 18 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  All right.  Anything 19 

else before we go to the subcommittee reports? 20 

  MR. BARDIN:  Madam Chair, I have two 21 

items, which I consider extremely urgent and I would 22 
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like this Committee to task the subcommittees to 1 

address them starting now.  It may be that after they 2 

address them -- they both concern lead and maybe after 3 

they address them, their recommendation will be that 4 

we deal with it in the next cycle, but I wouldn't like 5 

to assume that.  I would rather like to assume that 6 

they start work now and then they will decide. 7 

  In this case of the Plumbing Subcommittee, 8 

I request that they look into the question of a D.C 9 

exception, special provision of the Plumbing Codes, 10 

which would require the same kind of materials to be 11 

used here in D.C. for the future both on maintenance 12 

and repair of existing buildings and construction of 13 

new buildings and additions, the same kind of 14 

requirements that the State of California has imposed, 15 

which is virtually no lead alloys in the brass and 16 

other materials. 17 

  D.C. is following the national plumbing, 18 

the ICC Plumbing Code, which follows an act of 19 

Congress, which allows lead alloying up to 8 percent 20 

and there are lots of things that people do buy that 21 

have 5, 6, 7 percent lead. 22 
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  Second, I request that the Property 1 

Maintenance Committee, as long as it continues to be a 2 

separate Committee and if, as we expect, it is then 3 

merged into Existing Structures, examine retroactive 4 

provisions dealing with lead in Existing Structures, 5 

particularly lead paint, but also dust and whatnot. 6 

  I should point out to you that the D.C. 7 

Council, Human Services Committee has scheduled a 8 

hearing for next week on a particular bill and I said 9 

next week, I mean next month, I believe.  I'm sorry, I 10 

don't have the date and I don't know the details of 11 

the bill, but I would like to see this body's 12 

professional Committees begin that work. 13 

  We saw how, in another area, the Home 14 

Start Legislation, the council considered legislation, 15 

and we worked on it and it was a kind of a tandem of 16 

some work being done professionally by the kind of 17 

process we have here as compared with the policy 18 

setting of the council.  Frankly, lead paint has been 19 

a very difficult issue for the council to get its 20 

hands around. 21 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Isn't there some -- 22 
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help us here.  I thought there were some regulations, 1 

as a part of property maintenance, that lead paint had 2 

to be removed. 3 

  MR. BARDIN:  It's very -- 4 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  I don't know if Collin 5 

knows. 6 

  MR. BARDIN:  I mean, I don't know. 7 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  I just was wondering 8 

what the status on lead paint was. 9 

  MR. BARDIN:  The people who feel that 10 

there is too much exposure of human beings, in 11 

particular young human beings, to lead in this city 12 

contend that this city has a very weak, 13 

extraordinarily weak anti-lead program for existing 14 

structures.  But whether that is so or not, what I'm 15 

asking is that the subcommittees look at the issue, 16 

master the choices, figure out what's a reasonable 17 

timetable to deal with them.  There will certainly be 18 

a debate. 19 

  There are some very strong feelings about 20 

this issue, but my guess is that when all is said and 21 

done, there is a good likelihood that the way the 22 
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council will deal with the issue is to buck it to the 1 

Executive Branch, which will buck it to this Committee 2 

for advice.  So I say let's start the process of 3 

learning what we need to learn and developing a 4 

program for giving advice. 5 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  Armando Lourenco.  The 6 

administrative process right now in BLRA in order to 7 

obtain a permit is such that every single building 8 

permit is screened for anything that might disturb 9 

lead based paint, and I think the dragnet is cast very 10 

wide, because they assume that anything that was built 11 

 before a certain date, 1978 I think it is, 12 

immediately gets referred to the Department of Health. 13 

  In the Department of Health there is a 14 

unit that deals, I believe, strictly with that.  I 15 

think Collin can confirm that.  And in the sharing of 16 

responsibilities among the various city Departments, 17 

the Department of Health is really the lead agency on 18 

lead abatement, lead abatement other than in the water 19 

supply system. 20 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  You said other than 21 

the water supply? 22 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 (202) 234-4433 

 
 
 60

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  Other than in the water 1 

supply, obviously, lead abatement in materials that 2 

are related to construction.  There are, what I would 3 

consider, very detailed regulations that were 4 

developed within the scope of the work of the 5 

Construction Codes to address that already in place.  6 

Whether the mechanisms of enforcement are effective or 7 

not, I don't know. 8 

  I was under the impression that they were 9 

fairly effective, but I'm not sure that is going to 10 

ultimately fall into the scope of this Committee.  11 

Maybe you're right, maybe it should, but I think the 12 

Department of Health is really the Department that 13 

needs to take the lead on that. 14 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Go ahead, Marc. 15 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  Madam Chair, I 16 

think you are talking two different items and I think 17 

it's just, Armando, perhaps similar to the very 18 

focused concerns you gave us on your opinions about 19 

fire sprinklers.  And I know John was looking into 20 

some of these issues, but my experience has been, what 21 

I read in the paper about the lead problems, are 22 
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people in existing rental units, just to make a 1 

suggestion, that are not under renovation or 2 

construction. 3 

  And I think David's reason for suggesting 4 

property maintenance, if that's the right vehicle, is 5 

how do we deal with, you know, a tremendous number of 6 

properties in our city that are not being touched 7 

either because people don't want to or can't afford 8 

to. 9 

  MR. BARDIN:  You know, Marc has exactly 10 

put his finger on it.  As is natural in the process 11 

not just of the Building Code process, but of 12 

Government, the easiest thing to hone in on is when 13 

somebody needs a building permit when he is going to 14 

change something, and then what about what he proposes 15 

to do and how much more do we require that they didn't 16 

propose to deal with. 17 

  But the issue that is now getting more and 18 

more attention by the Mayor and I think by the 19 

council, and I think ultimately us, are the situations 20 

where there is no application for a building permit, 21 

the rental unit where allegedly old lead paint, from 22 
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when it was allowed, is peeling, people are exposed to 1 

it, etcetera.  I don't want to prejudge, at this 2 

point, at all what we would come up with.  I just  3 

know -- 4 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  I just want to make 5 

sure what Committee we would put it into. 6 

  MR. BARDIN:  Unless we get started fast 7 

we'll never get to a point where we can be responsive 8 

on a timely basis. 9 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Well, are these two 10 

different?  Should we look at these in two different 11 

ways?  One, the lead paint issue, which obviously 12 

should be looked at by Existing Structures and 13 

Property Maintenance in one of their maybe joint 14 

meetings. 15 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  And residential.  I 16 

mean, most of our concerns are probably in residential 17 

settings. 18 

  MR. BARDIN:  I mean, maybe.  Certainly, 19 

they should look at it, too, whether the one and two 20 

family residentials have a lot of those, I don't know. 21 

 I know that there is a lot of attention being given 22 
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to the larger units, the apartment house type units. 1 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  But on this same 2 

issue, to just use the Vice Chairman's prerogative 3 

here, I know at our last meeting, David, we mentioned 4 

the issue that you had brought forward about lead in 5 

plumbing fixtures up to 8 percent and I know John was 6 

hoping to do a little bit of investigation, and I 7 

didn't know if you had found anything that might be 8 

able to be shared with us. 9 

  MEMBER STOVALL:  Yes, John Stovall.  We 10 

did last month discuss lead in plumbing fixtures and 11 

fittings and I thought that's what you were 12 

addressing, that someone needs to look into plumbing 13 

and what it takes to do plumbing, soldering and 14 

everything else. 15 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Why don't you come up 16 

closer, Jim.  This is involving you, so perhaps -- 17 

  MEMBER STOVALL:  Yes, just to say, David, 18 

I thought that's where you were heading, that someone 19 

needs to really get in and analyze.  You were talking 20 

about California and their laws and if we implemented 21 

their laws here, what would that mean to us, and do we 22 
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have the same problems they do and investigate it and 1 

try and understand it.  Is that -- and I don't know 2 

that that's so much a residential issue as a plumbing 3 

issue.  We certainly need to be involved, because 4 

we're concerned for what it's going to do to 5 

residential costs. 6 

  MR. BARDIN:  Before I pass it to Jim, John 7 

is right.  The Plumbing Code on materials, it doesn't 8 

have to do with Building Permits, it's just materials 9 

generally has the national standard and this really 10 

starts with Congress and then gets into the BOCA and 11 

now the ICC Code.  And on that what I'm suggesting is 12 

that the Plumbing Committee consider whether D.C. 13 

should become proactive the way California was and 14 

deviate by being more stringent than the National 15 

Code.  The paint is a different thing. 16 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Those are like two 17 

different issues. 18 

  MR. BARDIN:  The paint is really 19 

retroactive in every sense. 20 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Yes. 21 

  MR. BARDIN:  The plumbing is not 22 
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retroactive, but it's tied to what materials, what 1 

kinds of equipment standards apply any time.  I mean, 2 

it would affect me in replacing a faucet even though I 3 

don't need a building permit to replace a faucet in my 4 

home. 5 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  What's your 6 

address? 7 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Are you changing  8 

your -- 9 

  MR. BARDIN:  I'm getting out of town. 10 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Oh, getting out of 11 

town. 12 

  MEMBER SHABELSKI:  Okay.  I have a BCAC-- 13 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Identify yourself.  14 

This is Jim Shabelski.  Excuse me, go ahead. 15 

  MEMBER SHABELSKI:  D.C. WASA.  As a matter 16 

of fact, today at 2:00 we're going to have a 17 

presentation given to us by our corrosion expert 18 

engineers.  I gave them at least four tasks to look 19 

at.  The first task is looking into dielectrics, which 20 

is like an insulator between two dissimilar materials, 21 

because when you put two materials together, one will 22 
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start corroding and that corrosive action could 1 

actually release lead from the one material.  Okay.  2 

So they are going to give some sort of thoughts about 3 

that. 4 

  The next item is we're going to try and 5 

strengthen the code, because right now you can put any 6 

kind of pump in a system, but the plumbers right now 7 

try to use brass pumps or not cast iron, so that when 8 

you connect copper and brass fittings to the pump, you 9 

don't create the same type of problem.  They do that 10 

on their own, but this is an area we need to 11 

strengthen again, because it goes back to the 12 

corrosive situation. 13 

  In addition to that, they are going to be 14 

looking at the California Code Regulations, so we can 15 

see if we can incorporate a good part of that.  Now, 16 

we do have some significant concerns, because, you 17 

know, in a typical house there is just simple 18 

fixtures, but when you're getting into a big office 19 

building you are going to have back flow preventers, 20 

which is very, very important, maybe even more 21 

important than lead, because you don't want to 22 
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contaminate the water. 1 

  But these fixtures have brass and 2 

different types of metals in them, so we're looking at 3 

all these devices to make sure that the lead content 4 

can or is as low as the California Code, because if 5 

it's not, then we can't adopt it for a back flow 6 

preventer.  So we're trying to look at all the 7 

possibilities that are out there, so that we don't 8 

recommend a code that you can't meet within the city. 9 

 Okay? 10 

  Now, what I would like to talk about is 11 

what happens into an existing structure.  Back in 1992 12 

there was in the supplement that if there was a 50 13 

percent renovation in a building, you had to bring 14 

everything up to the code and the code said no lead.  15 

Well, that disappeared from the supplement in 1999.  16 

However, D.C. WASA has been religiously following it. 17 

 If someone came in and we would ask them, 50 percent 18 

renovation?  Guess what?  You got to replace your 19 

water service, especially if it's lead. 20 

  And we haven't had any arguments with 21 

that, but we have to, I believe, get that back on the 22 
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books and that goes into, I think, the Existing 1 

Structures Code under Level 3.  The language has to be 2 

specifically corrected in that area. 3 

  And there is going to be some other things 4 

that we're going to be looking at within the codes to 5 

try and make it more, I guess, user friendly, so 6 

people will have this information and also make it 7 

more helpful to get the lead out, but also brass. 8 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  To get the lead out. 9 

  MEMBER SHABELSKI:  Because the brass 10 

fittings have lead in them and, you know, prior to the 11 

'86 Clearing Water Act you could have any 12 

concentration of lead in there.  So we researched that 13 

and, you know, so there is going to have to be some 14 

sort of rules about getting the brass services 15 

replaced, because in the past if people came in and 16 

said they want to use a brass service, we said yes.  17 

But now, I think we're going to have to say no, 18 

because that can put some lead in the houses. 19 

  And we found through the testing in water 20 

that it doesn't push the level over to 15 parts per 21 

billion on brass, but I think it's a good idea to at 22 
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least consider that.  And we'll have these statistics 1 

available, so whenever these changes come about, you 2 

will have a good idea of why we're making these 3 

recommendations and what are the reasons behind them. 4 

 Okay? 5 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  And, Jim, isn't 6 

there brass in your water meters? 7 

  MEMBER SHABELSKI:  The water meters are 8 

manufactured by a material that meets the Clean Water 9 

Act of 1986 and that's less than the 5 or -- 10 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  8 percent. 11 

  MEMBER SHABELSKI:  8 percent.  And that's 12 

why we have to look at each item to make sure that 13 

what code we recommend, code changes we recommend, we 14 

can meet it with what's out there on the market.  But 15 

I believe the meter manufacturers are meeting the 16 

California Code right now, because actually one other 17 

thing, we had a presentation by one of the 18 

manufacturers of fittings and they were actually 19 

telling us that a lot of the other companies are going 20 

in this direction, but they can't speak for them, but 21 

that's something we're going to be looking at closely. 22 
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  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Well, I think, and I 1 

would like to get a consensus, I think both of these 2 

issues are very hot topics and perhaps should move to 3 

our expedited, as I am now calling it, our expedited 4 

list. 5 

  What is the consensus of this group?  Are 6 

these two issues that should move for study on our 7 

expedited list or just let it go with our regular 8 

process?  Joan? 9 

  MEMBER STOGIS:  It sounds like, from what 10 

Jim just said, that the question of the lead in 11 

plumbing fittings, there is a lot that they need to 12 

consider and, you know, that may take some time and I 13 

wouldn't like to see it hold up -- 14 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  The other things? 15 

  MEMBER STOGIS:  -- the other things. 16 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Okay. 17 

  MEMBER STOGIS:  But yes, I think it 18 

certainly should be a priority concern and if we can 19 

come to some actionable item, at that time, that would 20 

be great.  Also, I want to thank Jim and say, you 21 

know, for the Existing Structures Committee, we look 22 
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forward to input from the Plumbing Committee on this 1 

and the same applies -- we don't, you know, we tend to 2 

be generalists on the Existing Structures Committee 3 

and when something in a technical area comes up, we 4 

really look to our technical subcommittees to, you 5 

know, let us know about the concern and to, you know, 6 

work with us to integrate the Existing Structures 7 

process and hierarchy with the technical requirements. 8 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Hand it to David.  I'm 9 

sorry.  Thank you, Joan. 10 

  MR. BARDIN:  I think Jim's report was very 11 

encouraging that the Plumbing Committee is already 12 

studying it in a number of areas that go beyond 13 

anything I have mentioned, so they seem to be 14 

grappling with it.  The Property Maintenance and 15 

Existing Structures perhaps is a case where we're just 16 

going to have to find them some additional expertise. 17 

 In the Federal Government, I believe, the Department 18 

of Housing and Urban Development is the lead agency 19 

and they may even have some research done there, so 20 

that's something that they could look into. 21 

  As far as timetable, I agree with Joan 22 
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that correcting the errors and all those things really 1 

got to get done ASAP.  So there's two expeditions 2 

here, one that should have been done yesterday and the 3 

other has to be done soon. 4 

  But there was this interagency task force 5 

that the Mayor and Council Member Carol Schwartz set 6 

up, the City Administrator co-chairs with Carol 7 

Schwartz, they put out a report a few days ago and 8 

extended their own life for another 90 days and it 9 

seems to me in their final report at the end of, it's 10 

now about 80 days I think, there ought to be something 11 

that we have provided to them either directly or 12 

through DCRA that's a detail, so that they can say 13 

that amongst the things the D.C. Government is dealing 14 

with to address lead issues is whatever it is that the 15 

various Committees are working on and the BCAC is 16 

working on.  You know, we're a part of the picture.  17 

We're a part of the act.  We're alive, kicking and 18 

deeply involved. 19 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Perfect.  Well, then I 20 

will take, unless I hear otherwise, that perhaps we 21 

have two levels of expediting, the first one that we 22 
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have talked about earlier and then the second one 1 

dealing with the lead issues, allowing some more time 2 

for task force reports, engineering and for the 3 

subcommittees, because so many subcommittees are 4 

involved in some of these.  They need time to 5 

coordinate as well.  So we'll put them on our second 6 

level of expediting.  Is everyone in agreement with 7 

that?  Okay.  Great. 8 

  With that, we'll move on to subcommittee 9 

reports and we'll start with Accessibility, and 10 

Samantha? 11 

  MEMBER MCASKILL:  Well, we don't have a 12 

lot to report since we don't have Code Books, but we 13 

did meet in March and went through some housekeeping 14 

types of things.  We're going to meet the first Friday 15 

of each month at 2:00 in the afternoon at 2020 K 16 

Street, Suite 500. 17 

  We put together a small list of things 18 

that the Committee was interested in pursuing in 19 

addition to just the general review of the 2003 IBC, 20 

which includes lines of sight issues, emergency egress 21 

in the use of elevators for individuals with 22 
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disabilities and certain requirements for automatic 1 

door openers, so we're going to include those as well. 2 

  Also, one thing that was discussed that I 3 

have been discussing with Mr. Fetterman is the desire 4 

by the Committee to offer their assistance in helping 5 

the District to submit a package to the Department of 6 

Justice for certification of the chapter.  We have 7 

expertise on our Committee, those who have worked with 8 

this process before and so felt that they could offer 9 

some great assistance in putting together the 10 

information that was required. 11 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Terrific.  So that is 12 

now on the schedule to assemble that package for the 13 

Department of Justice? 14 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  Well, it's an 15 

interesting set of questions that the Accessibility 16 

Committee raised and answered a few additional items, 17 

but it sounds like to meet our goals, a public hearing 18 

needs to be advertised and then occur where this issue 19 

is discussed, and Samantha and her subcommittee has 20 

done a great job of putting the steps together, and I 21 

have a copy here for the Chair, if you would like, of 22 
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what the subcommittee has communicated with me to push 1 

this process forward and I, you know, commend their 2 

group for reminding us of our desire to do this. 3 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Does this occur, are 4 

we doing this on the basis of the amendments in the 5 

2003 or are we going to wait until -- 6 

  MEMBER MCASKILL:  This was from the 7 

amendments from the 2000 IBC and all of that actually 8 

has been discussed probably in the document that Marc 9 

just gave you, that there really isn't a necessity to 10 

wait for that or to wait for the proposed new ADAG to 11 

actually be part of the law. 12 

  Apparently, when you get certification 13 

there are certain provisions that if your code 14 

changes, only those parts that change are no longer 15 

certified, so that you could get an update for your 16 

certification.  And also, it's expected that the 17 

Department of Justice will have to make some kind of 18 

provision when the new ADAG comes out, because there 19 

are jurisdictions already certified and we would 20 

become part of that small group, that they would allow 21 

us to continue to be certified under the, you know, 22 
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prior arrangement that was agreed to at that time.  1 

But that's an assumption.  We don't know that for 2 

sure. 3 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  But what you do know, 4 

and I haven't had the chance to read this, is that you 5 

would be using the processes we use in the city, such 6 

as for rule making or whatnot, as far as publishing 7 

it, a notice in the Register? 8 

  MEMBER MCASKILL:  Yes, exactly. 9 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Holding the hearing. 10 

  MEMBER MCASKILL:  Because what we 11 

understand, that the hearing has to apply specifically 12 

to certification by the Department of Justice, so that 13 

that is the sole purpose of that hearing. 14 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  I will check, but it 15 

sounds like it would be tracking very much our Zoning 16 

Commission rule making kinds of cases as far as the 17 

steps that one has to go through and the notification. 18 

  MEMBER MCASKILL:  That's possible.  You 19 

know, I'm not familiar with that process, but it 20 

sounds familiar. 21 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Okay. 22 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 (202) 234-4433 

 
 
 77

  MEMBER MCASKILL:  That's all. 1 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Well, thank you.  2 

That's a lot.  Any questions of Samantha?  If not, 3 

we'll move on to Construction. 4 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  Thank you, Madam 5 

Chair, Marc Fetterman again.  I am still a 6 

subcommittee of one and would enjoy additional 7 

participation from those in the room on the Committee, 8 

and especially from DCRA employees.  At the moment, 9 

I'm going through the amendments that we put forward 10 

the last time, all eight of them, and am about one 11 

third of the way through that, as I said, and I have 12 

got a week to finish.  Thank you. 13 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Thank you.  Any 14 

questions for Marc?  Anyone here that serves on the 15 

Electrical Subcommittee, Frank Becker?  Have they 16 

started any meetings?  Does anyone have any updates on 17 

our Electrical Subcommittee? 18 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  Marc Fetterman.  19 

The last time I spoke with Frank, he was desiring to 20 

get the new codes and he judged that that would be the 21 

start of his subcommittee's work. 22 
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  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  I can understand that. 1 

 Elevators, Sonny Yeatman? 2 

  MEMBER LOWERY:  Good morning.  I'm Jim 3 

Lowery.  I'm with the Elevator Code Committee sitting 4 

in for Sonny.  Our subcommittee met April 7th and it 5 

was attended by 14 members.  Jim Upshaw thanked us.  6 

He is the D.C. Chief Inspector and he thanked us for 7 

over the last year helping him make some decisions 8 

with new technology coming out.  As you guys probably 9 

know, there is technology coming out every day with 10 

the elevators. 11 

  We also talked about resending a letter to 12 

Denzil Noble dealing with the building owners 13 

compliance letter that we discussed so many times.  We 14 

have already sent it once or twice.  We have rewritten 15 

it and we sent it again to see what he wants to do 16 

with it.  I heard that discussed today.  The deadline 17 

was supposed to be 2005, but we do have stuff with the 18 

rolling compliance and extensions written in for him 19 

to look at. 20 

  We also talked about having somebody from 21 

the Fire and Sprinkler sit in on our Committee to talk 22 
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about a lot of fire recall and things going on with 1 

that.  A17.3 was also discussed, as was today.  The 2 

way I understand is A17.3 does not exist at all in the 3 

code and the only time it's referenced is when you 4 

make an alteration to an elevator and we want it back 5 

in there.  We have a subcommittee.  We broke it up 6 

into several different subcommittees actually and one 7 

of them is working on this. 8 

  I have a handout that we have, a work in 9 

progress.  It talks about A17.3 and it also has 20 10 

highlighted, underlined critical points that we think 11 

need to be in this.  You guys can look at that at your 12 

leisure and see what you guys think of it.  Again, 13 

this isn't exactly how we're going to pass it out.  14 

Joan was actually on the sub-subcommittee and she may 15 

want to discuss this a little bit further. 16 

  Other than that, we just want to let you 17 

guys know the next meeting is going to be May 5th and 18 

that's at Local 10 Union Hall in Lanham, Maryland.  19 

Thank you. 20 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  Oh, Madam Chair?  21 

Jim, at your last meeting I was very glad to hear some 22 
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others have been able to come out to participate.  Was 1 

there anyone representing Apartment and Office 2 

Building Association or similar groups that have 3 

expressed such strong interest? 4 

  MEMBER LOWERY:  Absolutely not.  No, they 5 

do not.  They have been invited every time, but they 6 

do not attend. 7 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  Thank you very 8 

much. 9 

  MEMBER LOWERY:  I think I stated at the 10 

last meeting we voted in Sean Farby to be a member of 11 

the subcommittee and he has not yet shown up for it. 12 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  Thank you.  I was 13 

going to make him a member of the Construction 14 

Subcommittee also. 15 

  MEMBER LOWERY:  Good luck.  Joan, would 16 

you like to say anything on -- 17 

  MEMBER STOGIS:  I'll wait until we get to 18 

mine. 19 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Sara has pointed out, 20 

and most people have, but can you give us your regular 21 

meeting day, Jim?  Do you have a regular time and 22 
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place and would you reiterate that for the record? 1 

  MEMBER LOWERY:  Yes, it's every first 2 

Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. and it is in Lanham, 9600 3 

Martin Luther King Avenue, Martin Luther King Highway 4 

rather. 5 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  And I just would make 6 

one note, and I don't know what letters that you're 7 

sending to Denzil Noble, but anything from the 8 

subcommittee has to go through this Committee to go to 9 

any other agency.  If you're having informal 10 

discussions or discussions in your Committee, because 11 

you have members of D.C., that's okay, or if you want 12 

to have discussions about rolling compliance, but as 13 

the subcommittee of this Committee, before we start 14 

giving recommendations, it has to have the approval of 15 

this Committee if you understand.  Am I saying that 16 

right or not? 17 

  MEMBER LOWERY:  There is a little 18 

confusion, I believe, on that.  It seems like Denzil 19 

Noble needs to see the letter first, but we'll gladly 20 

bring it before this Advisory Committee first. 21 

  MR. BARDIN:  I'm not as diplomatic as our 22 
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Chair, so look, it's more than confusion.  It may be a 1 

violation, a violation of the ground rules under which 2 

we're all operating.  Enthusiasm is a wonderful thing 3 

professionally and in a democracy and you as an 4 

individual are perfectly free to advise Denzil Noble 5 

or anybody else anything you want to. 6 

  But if you send out a letter from the 7 

subcommittee of this BCAC to Denzil Noble without 8 

getting the BCAC to vote on it, you're violating our 9 

bylaws.  You're not a good trooper and I'm listening 10 

to this and I don't know if we're on the same page or 11 

not. 12 

  MEMBER LOWERY:  No, we weren't.  Until a 13 

month ago we were told that's the way it's supposed to 14 

go and, obviously, we have gotten straightened out on 15 

that today. 16 

  MR. BARDIN:  You got bad advice and let me 17 

give you the other thing to help you.  When you have a 18 

recommendation, you got to force it onto our agenda 19 

not just because the Chair is a nice guy and the Vice 20 

Chair is a nice guy.  The Chair of the subcommittee is 21 

entitled, when the subcommittee has reached a 22 
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conclusion, to get that recommendation up here with 1 

notice to everybody on the Committee. 2 

  Under our bylaws it takes two different 3 

votes on two different meetings.  It doesn't have to 4 

be consecutive ones, but there is a process by which 5 

you can get any one recommendation or 100 6 

recommendations before here and you got to master it. 7 

 Everybody owes you an explanation of how it works, so 8 

that you can get your ideas up here and voted on. 9 

  MEMBER LOWERY:  Thank you.  As everybody 10 

knows, we're the new kids out here.  We're not trying 11 

to do anything wrong, but we'll go by the rules the 12 

best that we can. 13 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Well, what have you 14 

presented to us?  Is this something that you're 15 

interested in?  I mean, is this a proposal to this 16 

Committee or is it just an update?  What do we have in 17 

front of us? 18 

  MEMBER STOGIS:  This actually was part of 19 

what started.  Jim, yes, I know you weren't at the 20 

meeting.  This is really pretty preliminary.  It was 21 

the basis of some concerns that Members of the 22 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 (202) 234-4433 

 
 
 84

Committee had and which the sub-subcommittee dealing 1 

with retrofit, elevator retrofit issues, is 2 

considering.  There is a more updated version of it, 3 

which I find helpful, because it includes a rationale 4 

of why each item is important.  But from the one 5 

meeting of the subcommittee, it's not in any official 6 

shape. 7 

  I think, and I'm certainly encouraging 8 

this, the Elevator Subcommittee to take the viewpoint 9 

that because this is an issue in which many people are 10 

interested and there is some controversy that it's 11 

good to keep the full Committee informed informally in 12 

what may be long prior to proposing a full formal 13 

amendment. 14 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Oh, I think that's a 15 

good idea.  So this is informal, at this time, because 16 

as it does become formal our process and our forms do 17 

include that explanation that you were alluding to 18 

earlier as well. 19 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  And, Jim, one other 20 

piece of, hopefully, thoughtful, helpful advice.  Make 21 

sure until you're able to become a separate 22 
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subcommittee that your boss in this is Frank Becker, 1 

and I know he would desire to be in the loop of 2 

everything that you are presenting to this group as 3 

part of the Existing Electrical Subcommittee. 4 

  MEMBER LOWERY:  If we're not a formal 5 

Committee, why is my name on there as -- 6 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  It shouldn't be.  7 

It's an error. 8 

  MEMBER LOWERY:  Well, then don't put it on 9 

there again and don't invite us to this thing and say 10 

that we're a subcommittee that we're not one of. 11 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Let's not go this 12 

place, please. 13 

  MR. BARDIN:  Look, look, Madam Chair.  14 

We're remiss in this that we haven't amended our 15 

bylaws as fast as we should have, but we have made a 16 

kind of policy decision, which isn't official until we 17 

amend the bylaws that we want a separate Elevator 18 

Committee.  But we're stuck in a situation where we 19 

don't have a separate Elevator Committee formally, but 20 

we do value the participation and the enthusiasm.  I 21 

mean, we want -- 22 
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  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Well, can we move 1 

this?  This is silly to keep them in kind of limbo.  2 

Is it not possible that today we can enter, because we 3 

enter once and then we vote the next time, that we 4 

change our bylaws to include the change in 5 

formulation, so that the Elevator Committee is now a 6 

Committee that stands on its own and the Property 7 

Maintenance is now a subcommittee under Existing 8 

Structures or is incorporated into Existing 9 

Structures. 10 

  What other changes did we have to our 11 

subcommittees? 12 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  We have about six 13 

or eight.  We have about six or eight and what we need 14 

to do is to rewrite the bylaws.  And I'm sorry, Jim, 15 

if I have expressed it in a way that was not -- 16 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Jim left. 17 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  Okay.  Well, I -- 18 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  I don't think we need 19 

to be -- 20 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  Well, but I also 21 

don't think we -- I mean, we need to operate by our 22 
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rules as Sean would be advising us if he were here 1 

today.  And unfortunately, Jim is not a Member of the 2 

BCAC nor is Sonny Yeatman. 3 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Wait. 4 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  And our Chairman 5 

has to be a member of the BCAC, so it's a multi step 6 

process that we need to solve to bring Elevators 7 

completely into the fold, which is a real important 8 

issue. 9 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  But -- 10 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  And I support that. 11 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Would you like to say 12 

something, Armando? 13 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  Yes, I would.  Armando 14 

Lourenco.  I have a couple of other issues and it's 15 

unfortunate that Jim left, because I wanted him to 16 

hear this.  First of all, we just heard that there are 17 

several rooms available in this building.  I don't 18 

understand why the Committee is meeting in Maryland.  19 

I got nothing against Maryland, lovely state, but we 20 

got enough space in this city available. 21 

  Maybe one of the reasons why you only get 22 
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one side of the views on these issues is because you 1 

are meeting in the Union Lodge in Maryland.  So I 2 

think the subcommittee, when it becomes a 3 

subcommittee, should make an effort to meet in a 4 

relatively central point in the city. 5 

  The second thing is I think this goes 6 

against the general direction in which we want to go, 7 

which is to use model codes with as little amendments 8 

as possible.  What I am seeing here is the inception 9 

of this new D.C. Elevator Code in the lines of the old 10 

D.C. broader code and the old D.C. Mechanical Code and 11 

things like that, things that I thought we had been 12 

moving away from since 1987. 13 

  So I think there are some important policy 14 

issues here in this subcommittee and I agree with the 15 

Chair.  I love -- and with everybody and I love to see 16 

people enthusiastic about this and we don't have 17 

enough to go around, but there has got to be some 18 

direction to this process and this process here 19 

doesn't look like it's getting direction from 20 

anywhere.  I think we need to bring it back into the 21 

fold. 22 
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  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Okay.  To start 1 

resolving this, can we jump and ask if it's under 2 

Issues and Policies that the bylaws be presented at 3 

our next meeting.  There is no reason why we can't do 4 

that.  Let's propose the changes to our bylaws and 5 

whatever we need to do for the subcommittees to be on 6 

the agenda as the set down meeting, if you will, not 7 

to vote on. 8 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  May the 19th. 9 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Not to vote on and I 10 

will also work very hard with Ron Collins to get, 11 

rather than waiting for every single person, which 12 

seems to be the run around in circles, I will do 13 

everything.  I will make it my full time job to 14 

unearth these nominations from where they are and to 15 

get them forward to the Mayor for approval. 16 

  And at the same time, I will put all of my 17 

energy into getting us some Building Codes, because 18 

we're sitting here having reports on things we don't 19 

even have the codes to review.  So those I will make 20 

my directions.  If Issues and Policies can make it 21 

theirs to show up at our next meeting with a revision 22 
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to our bylaws.  Yes? 1 

  MR. BARDIN:  Madam Chair, I see Armando 2 

nodding and, obviously, we will do that, but it's 3 

conceivable that we'll just split the amendments into 4 

two pieces, the one that you wanted right now, the 5 

Committee, and then everything else.  By the same 6 

token, it will be useless to create an Elevator 7 

Committee if you are not able to find a Building Code 8 

Advisory Committee Member to Chair. 9 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Both of these people 10 

have submitted and both -- Sonny, both of them, and 11 

Jim Lowery and are on the list to be made Members.  12 

That's why this has to be done in tandem.  You have to 13 

change your bylaws and you have to get Members onto 14 

this Committee to be able to Chair it. 15 

  MR. BARDIN:  But you might just consider 16 

if there is two people you need or three for Committee 17 

Chairmanships, that you ask Collins to move heaven and 18 

earth on those even apart from everything else.  I 19 

mean, at some point, it gets to be ludicrous. 20 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  It is ludicrous right 21 

now and I will be putting my energies on, like I say, 22 
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if you get me the bylaws, I will work on, as best as I 1 

can, the codes and to anyone who sees Denzil, please, 2 

help with the codes, too, and the appointments.  3 

Pardon me?  Okay.  Yes, did you want to say something 4 

quick?  Sorry.  Howard isn't here, so go ahead. 5 

  MEMBER STOVALL:  John Stovall.  I 6 

apologize for jumping the line here.  I need to get 7 

out, unfortunately, today.  We meet on the second 8 

Tuesday of each month. 9 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Okay.  Great. 10 

  MEMBER STOVALL:  And right now, I hear the 11 

suggestions of meeting down here, but we meet as a 12 

full Committee with about 12 people from our 13 

organization, so if we can continue to meet at our 14 

headquarters in Maryland, that's what I would like to 15 

do for that.  I don't know. 16 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  What time of day is 17 

the meeting? 18 

  MEMBER STOVALL:  At 8:30 in the morning.  19 

It's at the MNCBIA Offices. 20 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  And that is just 21 

across the line, is it not? 22 
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  MEMBER STOVALL:  Yes. 1 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  And your organization 2 

does represent the District of Columbia? 3 

  MEMBER STOVALL:  Yes, they do. 4 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  As well as Maryland. 5 

  MEMBER STOVALL:  And they represent the 6 

District of Columbia, that's correct, as well as 7 

Maryland.  We can actually begin to look at the new 8 

amendments for the code and, as David has suggested, 9 

we will start looking at the contractor's side of the 10 

question of lead in plumbing fixtures, I think would 11 

be a good thing to bring to the Committee here, and 12 

will begin looking at residential sprinklers on an 13 

expedited basis. 14 

  I understand that -- is David Byron 15 

accessible or is he not well? 16 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  You mean Byron Black? 17 

  MEMBER STOVALL:  Excuse me, Byron Black. 18 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  He is having surgery. 19 

  MEMBER STOVALL:  So I don't think we can 20 

finish our discussions until he is available. 21 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Yes, he might be 22 
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available by email. 1 

  MEMBER STOGIS:  Yes, I have had email 2 

exchange with Byron.  I think he is recuperating at 3 

home. 4 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  I think it's like hip 5 

surgery.  I don't think I'm seeing anything out of 6 

school here, but I mean it's -- so I would think he 7 

could perhaps be available by email. 8 

  MEMBER STOVALL:  I would like his input on 9 

the process, because I hear Armando and I hear 10 

everybody very concerned that the right people are 11 

talking about this, and I don't know if it's just 12 

Byron in Residential or there are other people that 13 

need to be brought or they are all on Byron's 14 

Committee, but I need to -- 15 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Well, see, hopefully, 16 

that's where our subcommittee reports, if we can be 17 

brief and to the point, then other Committees can say 18 

hey, I think we should have some input into that and 19 

that would be the purpose of using our subcommittee 20 

reports, not to get into the detailed discussion of 21 

the issue, because we really don't want that until 22 
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that comes to us, but as a general overview of what 1 

you're working on to understand if other people might 2 

feel they need to participate. 3 

  MEMBER STOVALL:  Okay.  And that concludes 4 

my report. 5 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Thank you.  Joan, do 6 

you want to just let us know when your meetings are in 7 

a quick overview? 8 

  MEMBER STOGIS:  Okay.  Our meetings are 9 

the first Monday of every month from 10:00 to 12:00 up 10 

on the 11th Floor, and our focus over the past month 11 

has been reviewing the Office of Document's text for 12 

corrections.  That is now completed.  We had well over 13 

100 pages that we had to review.  We will now begin to 14 

move into pulling apart the published International 15 

2003 Building Code and what would become local 16 

amendments and reviewing them for germaneness.  This 17 

will, obviously, become much easier once we have the 18 

old Code Books, but I feel we can make at least a 19 

start on it. 20 

  Also, I would really like to say that I 21 

was very much impressed with the energy and dedication 22 
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of the elevator group that I met with, and I really 1 

feel with the subcommittee that they created to look 2 

at those retrofit issues, I feel in the meeting that 3 

I'm not sure Jim had caught up on last Friday, that 4 

we're beginning to get the same language and beginning 5 

to understand this wonderful Committee membership is 6 

technically oriented. 7 

  I think it would be helpful with their 8 

leaders and probably with any other subcommittee that 9 

has new people coming in who haven't been through the 10 

Building Code process if, I hate to ask Madam Chairman 11 

and Vice Chairman anything more, but somehow a quiet 12 

sit down and talk through of the process would be, I 13 

think, an important orientation to new people. 14 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Yes, well, I believe 15 

that has happened.  I think that they were kind of 16 

used to operating in their own method and Frank just 17 

let them and then brought the work that they did to 18 

us, and I think we have all been trying to educate 19 

them.  I just wanted to do it a little more gently.  20 

There are a lot of very good hard working people on 21 

that Committee, and I think we are now going to take 22 
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some steps and hopefully you can continue to attend 1 

and hopefully they will continue to invite Sean. 2 

  Were you serious about getting in touch 3 

with Sean anyway, Marc, about your Committee?  I was 4 

going to say -- 5 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  It was a bad joke. 6 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Oh.  I was going to 7 

say it might be good to touch base with Sean. 8 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  But we -- yes. 9 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  And ask Sean to, 10 

please, get some member from AO, but to observe. 11 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  I have spoken with 12 

him about that issue several times, because he has 13 

been so clear in his desire that all of our 14 

subcommittees have broad representation. 15 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Broader 16 

representation.  And one is hard to be broad, right? 17 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  Yes. 18 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Yes, David? 19 

  MR. BARDIN:  They should be consistent, 20 

but I don't have any great confidence that they will 21 

necessarily be consistent.  On the other hand, 22 
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Armando's point is well taken.  Lanham is way out. 1 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  That's another issue. 2 

 We'll handle that.  Let's not go into that.  Thank 3 

you.  Any Fire and Life Safety people here?  Byron 4 

Black, I know, we have talked about him.  Armando, you 5 

have all your marching rules on Issues and Policies.  6 

You don't have anything else, do you?  Yes? 7 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  I'd like to just 8 

reiterate that.  The first Wednesday. 9 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Oh, yes, thank you. 10 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  May 5th we'll be meeting 11 

at 10:00, probably in a room somewhere on the 11th 12 

Floor, 1116 or somewhere about there.  I'll figure it 13 

out and I'll decide. 14 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Yes, I don't know.  15 

Joan and David, have you been able to arrange the same 16 

room every week at the same time? 17 

  MEMBER STOGIS:  It's only happened twice 18 

so far. 19 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Oh, okay. 20 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  Yes, but I'll go up 21 

there and see. 22 
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  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Because if we could 1 

get this all put together as a schedule for everyone, 2 

because this will help in a positive way say here is 3 

when all the Committees are meeting, if you have an 4 

interest, please, call so and so, here is when they 5 

meet, and then people can see if it fits in their 6 

schedule. 7 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  There is one other 8 

issue.  I had originally started looking through the 9 

2003 to see what the new amendments would look like.  10 

Now, I've been pulled away from that to go back 11 

through the -- 12 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  The proofreading, yes. 13 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  -- through the 14 

proofreading.  One of the things that is concerning me 15 

and I think we should try to find a way of resolving 16 

that, you just heard James say that Upshaw thanked 17 

them for helping him. 18 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Yes. 19 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  Figure out things and 20 

some of those things are really code interpretations. 21 

 I have a couple of copies of those, of two of those 22 
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interpretations.  I'm pretty sure there is some more 1 

out there that I don't even know about. 2 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  But they are not doing 3 

that as the subcommittee, are they? 4 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  No, no, no.  Code 5 

interpretations from the code official.  There is no 6 

formal way of keeping track of them, because usually 7 

what happens is I write a letter to Denzil and ask 8 

what is the interpretation on this. 9 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Right. 10 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  I get back a letter from 11 

Denzil.  I don't think anyone else gets the letter. 12 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Yes. 13 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  The question that I 14 

asked of Samantha at our presentation last week, I got 15 

a letter last -- well, this week on Tuesday. 16 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Something on 17 

accessibility? 18 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  I got a letter with the 19 

interpretations.  So now I have an interpretation and 20 

I have an answer for the question I asked.  I'll share 21 

it with you. 22 
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  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Yes, would you like to 1 

know?  Yes. 2 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  We need to formalize 3 

this process, so that as the code gets implemented and 4 

as interpretations are given out, and I can think off 5 

the top of my head like 8 or 10 different 6 

interpretations that I know of that some people may 7 

not know of, and that process should be once there is 8 

an interpretation, it goes there and it works for 9 

everybody. 10 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Now, that is 11 

something.  If you could do that, that would be 12 

incredible.  Because when we got started in this 13 

process, as those of you who were around back then, 14 

that was the worst part.  Almost everything was an 15 

interpretation and there was nothing in the -- 16 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  It was a little piece of 17 

paper. 18 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  A little piece of 19 

paper here or there. 20 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  DCRA had that filed. 21 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Or had been lost -- 22 
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  MEMBER LOURENCO:  The department had a  1 

little pile. 2 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  -- in a pile. 3 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  And everybody was 4 

looking for it. 5 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Everybody on their 6 

desk had a little pile. 7 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  Yes. 8 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  And we basically got 9 

rid of it and said we've got to rely on the codes.  10 

But reasonably, you do have to have interpretations. 11 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  That's something -- 12 

exactly. 13 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Yes. 14 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  Some things are -- 15 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  You don't write whole 16 

codes that way. 17 

  VICE CHAIR FETTERMAN:  Does Denzil have a 18 

file folder with all the interpretations? 19 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  I'm guessing he does.  20 

That would be my first source to go and get them all. 21 

 I do have some, maybe other people have others.  But 22 
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that is not formalized anywhere in the code. 1 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  That's an excellent 2 

thought. 3 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  ICC has a formal process 4 

for that part. 5 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Oh, they do? 6 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  BOCA has a formal 7 

process. 8 

  MR. JACKSON:  Oh, yes, BOCA does. 9 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  You can get -- 10 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Sure. 11 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  You can get formal 12 

interpretations from them.  Of course, they don't 13 

count.  Whereas, here, they count, because that's the 14 

interpretation of the code official.  That's what it 15 

is meant to say.  So that is one of the issues that I 16 

want to tackle. 17 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  That's excellent. 18 

  MEMBER LOURENCO:  I want to tackle in my 19 

subcommittee. 20 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  If your subcommittee 21 

could do that, that would be such a benefit for all 22 
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the practicing architects and engineers and 1 

contractors and everybody who uses it.  That would be 2 

fabulous.  Great idea.  Thank you.  Any other 3 

questions of Armando?  Anybody here representing 4 

Mechanical?  Jim, would you like to give a quick 5 

report? 6 

  MEMBER SHABELSKI:  Okay.  Jim Shabelski 7 

again.  I guess you all probably know that I was 8 

probably up to my eyeballs in alligators that are 9 

hungry dealing with lead.  We haven't had any meetings 10 

yet and I've been kind of waiting, because I wanted to 11 

have the codes available.  But in any case, we will be 12 

having the meetings at DCRA and I'm going to go ahead 13 

and start off in May and I'll work that out with the 14 

Members.  But I do have some new issues that will be 15 

put on the table and there is one about 150 percent 16 

pump test.  The next one will be garage drainage, 17 

which we can't receive from the Department of Health. 18 

  The other one is limits of water and sewer 19 

services.  Then the lead percent issue will be 20 

discussed.  Then the same old eight issues that are 21 

always in the codes, we'll bring those back.  And then 22 
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the items in the new code.  I already reviewed all the 1 

new items in the code, but everyone else has to have a 2 

chance to look at them. 3 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  True. 4 

  MEMBER SHABELSKI:  And I made a summary of 5 

them.  But, in any case, that's where I am right now. 6 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Thank you.  Any 7 

questions for Jim?  You would except, I mean, I know 8 

the lead -- we all know the lead problem.  You expect 9 

to start meeting as soon as we can get the codes.  10 

Okay.  I got to get those codes.  Residential?  11 

Structural, no one is here from structural.  Oh, 12 

sorry, of course, you are.  Yes, I'm sorry.  You were 13 

perfectly behind Samantha in my view. 14 

  MEMBER WALL:  Well, I have nothing to 15 

report, at this time.  We will -- I'll take back to 16 

Howard the chair of the necessity to get our 17 

corrections in by next week.  And I suppose we will 18 

get busy as soon as the codes come out, coming out 19 

like the others. 20 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  Perfect.  Thank you.  21 

We do have a lot of new people.  Does anyone have any 22 
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questions or comments?  I'm sorry this wasn't as 1 

smooth as usual.  We are still finding our way and 2 

trying to get codes and processes worked out.  3 

Hopefully, that will be within the next month and so 4 

within the next two months we can be functioning, 5 

working on reviewing the codes and proposing 6 

amendments where appropriate. 7 

  Do any of you have any comments or 8 

questions?  Anything that we could do to be helpful?  9 

Well, we'll be in touch and thank you all for coming 10 

and we'll see you, what's the date? 11 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  19th. 12 

  CHAIRPERSON KRESS:  19th.  Same place, this 13 

room, for all the Building Code Advisory Committee 14 

meetings.  Thank you. 15 

  (Whereupon, at 12:07 p.m. the meeting was 16 

concluded.) 17 
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